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PENNSBURG, Pa. (AP) — 
An ex-Marine’s suicide ended 
a violent rampage that left his 
ex-wife and five of her rela-
tives dead a week after he lost 
a custody battle.

Bradley Stone was found 
dead of self-inflicted stab 
wounds Tuesday following a 
killing spree in suburban Phil-
adelphia. Residents and offi-
cials were relieved it was over 
but mourned the loss of so 
many lives.

The disabled 35-year-old 
spared his two young daugh-
ters, but authorities said he 
broke into three homes early 
Monday and killed his ex-
wife; her mother and grand-
mother; and her sister, broth-
er-in-law and 14-year-old 
niece. A 17-year-old nephew 
survived by barricading him-
self in the third floor of his 
home, but not before he suf-
fered a skull fracture.

Stone’s body was found the 
next afternoon a half-mile 
from his home in Pennsburg, 
about 30 miles northwest of 
Philadelphia. The discovery 
ended a day-and-a-half man-
hunt that brought back memo-
ries of the recent 48-day 
search in the Pocono Moun-
tains for survivalist Eric 
Frein, charged with killing a 

state trooper and critically 
wounding another during an 
ambush.

“There’s no reason, no valid 
excuse, no justification for 
snuffing out these six inno-
cent lives and injuring anoth-
er child,” Montgomery Coun-
ty District Attorney Risa Vetri 
Ferman said. “This is just a 
horrific tragedy that our com-
munity has had to endure. 
We’re really numb from what 
we’ve had to go through over 
the past two days.”

Stone’s former wife, 
33-year-old Nicole Stone, 
was found shot twice in the 
face in her apartment Monday 
after a neighbor heard glass 
breaking and saw Stone flee-
ing around 5 a.m. with their 
daughters. The girls were 
later found safe with Stone’s 
neighbors.

Her adult relatives were 
fatally shot. The teenagers 
were slashed and suffered 
blows to their heads. Ferman 
said the nephew was in “very 
serious” condition.

Stone and his ex-wife had 
been fighting over their chil-
dren’s custody since she filed 
for divorce in 2009. He filed 
an emergency request for cus-
tody this month but a judge 
rejected his petition on Dec. 

9, Ferman said.
“It’s a relief that they found 

him,” said Nicole Stone’s 
neighbor Dale Shupe. “Now 
we know he’s not out trying 
to do more harm to anybody 
else.”

As the manhunt dragged on 
and SWAT teams swarmed 
through neighborhoods, at 
least five schools within a few 
miles of Stone’s home closed, 
and others were locked down. 
Veterans’ hospitals and other 
places tightened security. The 
schools were expected to 
reopen Wednesday.

Candy Rumford, whose 
family lives near where 
authorities found Stone’s 
body, described SWAT heli-
copters “hanging above our 
house, hovering right over 
here in these woods.”

Neighbor Alyssa Hettrick 
said the whole town had been 
on lockdown. She said author-
ities had tried to evacuate her 
home but her family has three 
dogs and decided to stay.

“So, it’s kind of a huge 
shock to know that he was 
there all night while we were 
inside,” she said.

Neighbors said Nicole 
Stone would sometimes ask 
her apartment complex’s 
maintenance staff to go in and 

check her place first because 
she was afraid he might be 
lying in wait.

“She would tell anybody 
who would listen that he was 
going to kill her and that she 
was really afraid for her life,” 
said Evan Weron, a neighbor 
in Harleysville.

Stone was in the Marines 
from 2002 to 2008. His spe-
cialty was listed as “artillery 
meteorological man.”

At a 2011 child support 
hearing, he said that Veterans 
Affairs deemed him perma-
nently disabled and that he 
was collecting VA benefits, 
according to court documents. 
The VA had no comment 
Tuesday.

Ferman said Stone some-
times used a cane or walker. 
She said she had no evidence 
he suffered from post-trau-
matic stress disorder. Stone 
faced several driving-under-
the-influence charges, and 
Ferman said he was undergo-
ing treatment through veter-
ans’ court as part of his sen-
tence.

Stone remarried last year 
and had an infant son. Neither 
his wife nor the son was 
injured. Nicole Stone became 
engaged over the summer, 
neighbors said.

By Rep. Jim Jordan
 Last week, Jonathan Gruber testified before Congress. 

He’s of course the MIT professor who, in a now-famous 
series of videos, called American voters stupid. Or, to state it 
plainly, he’s the guy who took your tax money and lied to you 
about Obamacare, and then when it became law he made fun 
of you and bragged about it.

 Of course this is nothing new. In fact it’s just another sad 
chapter in the story of deception that surrounds the 2010 
health care law. 

You might remember some of these statements: The Obama 
administration and its allies said that if you liked your health 
care plan, you could keep it. They said if you liked your doc-
tor you could keep your doctor. You were told the Obamacare 
website would run smoothly and efficiently, and that it would 
be secure. And you were told that health insurance premiums 
for families would go down by an average of $2,500 annual-
ly.

 Each of these statements proved to be false. PolitiFact 
named President Obama’s statement about keeping your 
health care plan as 2013’s lie of the year. 

And of course we know about the website and health care 
costs. Time has shown that the American people were 
deceived.

 Democrat Elijah Cummings said Gruber’s statements were 
“unforced errors.” The American people have a different 
name for them: they call it lying. And the sad fact is, the lack 
of transparency continues. 

When Gruber was asked how much he was paid by state 
and federal taxpayers for his work on Obamacare and later 
for his help setting up state health care exchanges, he refused 
to give an answer. 

He takes your money, deceives you, insults your intelli-
gence, and doesn’t have the decency to tell us how much he 
was paid.

 And he’s not the only one who continues to deceive. On the 
heels of the Gruber videos came the revelation that the Cen-
ters for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) padded its 
Obamacare enrollment numbers with almost 400,000 dental 
plans to push the law’s enrollment numbers over the goal of 
seven million the first year.

 Marilyn Tavenner, administrator of CMS, was also at the 
hearing. She told the committee that she hasn’t informed the 
millions of Americans who’ve enrolled in Obamacare that 
their premiums may increase dramatically and they may see 
a tax increase this summer. This is, of course, due to the case 
before the U.S. Supreme Court, King v. Burwell.

 The question in King v. Burwell is whether citizens in 
states that have not set up a state exchange can still receive a 
federal tax subsidy. Gruber said on tape that the language in 
Obamacare does not allow it.

 Regardless of what the Supreme Court decides, the next 
Congress must put in place a health care model that works. 
We need to send legislation to the White House that reduces 
oppressive federal mandates, increases American freedom 
and opportunity, and encourages economic growth.

 The House of Representatives has already passed legisla-
tion that accomplishes this. Those bills are stuck in the Sen-
ate. Next year, a Republican-controlled Congress will finally 
be able to advance its solutions to the President’s desk. 
President Obama may veto such legislation due to his faith in 
big government to solve our nation’s problems. But the bur-
den will rest on his shoulders, and his actions will frame the 
2016 presidential election. That November, Gruber’s “stu-
pid” American voters will have the chance to prove him 
wrong.

 Congressman Jim Jordan chairs a subcommittee of the 
House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform and 
represents Ohio’s Fourth Congressional District which 
includes Union County.
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According to Marysville 
Police Department reports:

Tuesday at 8:17 a.m., a 
resident of Meadows Drive 
reported an unknown person 
at her door with a gun. 

Marysville Police Chief 
Floyd Golden said the inci-
dent is still under investiga-
tion.  

“Officers responded to a 
reported menacing via text 
messaging where an 
unknown subject arrived at a 
residence in the 500-block 
of Meadows and displayed a 
gun,” he explained this 
morning. “It was reported he 
visited both the front and 
rear of the residence.”

Golden said the unknown 
person was reportedly 
“dressed in black with a 
black facemask.” 

Officers arrived within 
four minutes of the call, he 
said, but found that the 
reported subject had fled 

prior to their arrival.
A resident of Gallery Lane 

reported Tuesday at 11:44 
a.m. that an unknown person 
used his identity to open an 
account for utilities in anoth-
er state.

Theft was reported Tues-
day at 6:19 p.m. after a resi-
dent of West Ninth Street 
discovered funds were stolen 
from her bank account.

Sean A. Riley, 42, of West 
Mansfield, was charged 
Tuesday at 10:10 p.m. with 
driving under suspension 
following a traffic stop on 
U.S. 33.

Lauren A. Dittman, 28, of 
West Mansfield, was charged 
Tuesday at 11:25 p.m. with 
driving under suspension 
following a traffic stop on 
East Fourth Street.

Quartey D. Jones, 24, of 
Columbus, was charged 
Tuesday at 3:38 a.m. with 
driving under suspension 

following a traffic stop on 
U.S. 33.

According to Union 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
reports:

A Union County Deputy 
met with a Delaware County 
deputy Tuesday at 10:52 
a.m. to take custody of Dale 
Close, 47, of Richwood, for 
an outstanding arrest war-
rant. He was taken to the 
Tri-County Regional Jail.

Tuesday at 11:12 a.m., a 
deputy went to a business in 
the 24000-block of Honda 
Parkway to recover a 2004 
Dodge Caravan that was sto-
len out of Allen County.

A deputy responded to the 
intersection of Route 161 at 
Debolt Road Tuesday at 3:28 
a.m. for a property damage 
crash involving a 1999 
Chevy Monte Carlo. 

According to Ohio State 
Highway Patrol reports:

Reports unavailable.

Carson, Bush will occupy the 
middle ground despite his 
overwhelmingly conservative 
record as Florida’s chief 
executive from 1999 to 2007.

He also gives his party a 
powerful tool for courting the 
nation’s surging Hispanic 
population. Bush is married 
to a Mexican-American, 
speaks Spanish and has been 
among the GOP’s most out-
spoken advocates for an 
immigration overhaul, 
including a pathway to citi-
zenship for immigrants who 
are living in the country ille-
gally.

“I think that Jeb has strong 
potential appeal to that sweet 
spot in the New Hampshire 
primary electorate,” said for-
mer New Hampshire Repub-
lican Party Chairman Fergus 
Cullen. “Let Rick Perry and 
Ted Cruz and six other candi-
dates fight among themselves 
for the far right — it leaves a 
huge opening for someone to 
go right up the middle of the 
Republican Party.”

His road to the nomination 
may not be easy, however. 
Within hours of Bush’s 
announcement, the head of 
the Conservative Action Fund 
launched a petition against 
him.

“Together, we can stop a 
Jeb Bush run and give Amer-
ica a real chance to elect a 
true conservative president,” 
wrote Shaun McCutcheon. 
He said his organization 
would “do everything possi-
ble to get the right candidate 
for the White House in 2016 
— and Jeb Bush isn’t it.”

Julie Summa, an Iowa 
social conservative Republi-
can, said Bush must explain 
in detail his positions on 
immigration and education to 
be a contender.

“We Iowans are an open 
minded, well-informed, for-
giving bunch,” Summa said. 
“So If Jeb Bush can make a 
compelling case for why he 
believes the way he does, he 
could be a contender.”

MARCELITE A. CARPENTER
Marcelite A. Carpenter, 89, of Richwood, died early this morn-

ing, Wednesday, Dec. 17, 2015, at Dublin Methodist Hospital. 
Arrangements are being completed with Underwood Funeral 

Home.

CATHERINE MAE (SHIELDS) KELLER
Catherine Mae (Shields) Keller, 83, of Marysville, died unex-

pectedly Tuesday, Dec. 16, 2014, at Memorial Hospital. 
A full obituary will appear in Thursday’s Journal-Tribune. 

Underwood Funeral Home is assisting the family. 
Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.under-

woodfuneralhome.com.

ROBERT RIDGE
Robert Ridge, 78, of West Mansfield, died Tuesday, Dec. 16, 

2014, at his residence. 
Arrangements are pending with the Mannasmith-Schnurren-

berger Funeral Home, West Mansfield.

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The United States and Cuba 
will start talks on normalizing 
full diplomatic relations, 
marking the most significant 
shift in U.S. policy toward the 
communist island in decades, 
American officials said 
Wednesday. The announce-
ment comes amid a series of 
new confidence-building 
measures between the long-
time foes, including the 
release of American Alan 
Gross and the freeing of three 
Cubans jailed in the U.S.

President Barack Obama 
was to announce the policy 
changes from the White 
House at noon Wednesday.

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Flori-
da, said the U.S. and Cuba 
were moving toward normal-
ized banking and trade ties. 
He also said the U.S. was 
poised to open an embassy in 
Havana in the coming months.

“This is going to do abso-
lutely nothing to further 
human rights and democracy 
in Cuba,” Rubio said in an 
interview. “But it potentially 
goes a long way in providing 
the economic lift that the Cas-
tro regime needs to become 
permanent fixtures in Cuba 
for generations to come.”

Gross, 65, was on an Ameri-
can government plane bound 
for the U.S. Wednesday morn-
ing after being released on 
humanitarian grounds by the 
Cuban government at the 
request of the Obama admin-
istration. As part of the secret 
negotiations to secure his 
release, the U.S. was releas-
ing three Cuban jailed in Flor-
ida for spying.

Obama administration offi-
cials have considered Gross’ 
imprisonment an impediment 
to improving relations with 
Cuba.

Cuba was also releasing a 
non-American intelligence 
‘asset’ along with Gross, 
according to a U.S. official. 

That official and others spoke 
on the condition of anonymity 
because they were not autho-
rized to be identified by name 
before Obama’s remarks.

Bonnie Rubinstein, Gross’ 
sister, heard the news from a 
cousin, who saw it on televi-
sion.

“We’re like screaming and 
jumping up and down,” she 
said in a brief telephone inter-
view from her home in Texas.

Gross was detained in 
December 2009 while work-
ing to set up Internet access as 
a subcontractor for the U.S. 
government’s U.S. Agency 
for International Develop-
ment, which does work pro-
moting democracy in the 
communist country. It was his 
fifth trip to Cuba to work with 
Jewish communities on set-
ting up Internet access that 
bypassed local censorship.

Cuba considers USAID’s 
programs illegal attempts by 
the U.S. to undermine its gov-
ernment, and Gross was tried 
and sentenced to 15 years in 
prison.

The three Cubans released 
in exchange for Gross are part 
of the so-called Cuban Five 
— a group of men who were 
part of the “Wasp Network” 
sent by Cuba’s then-President 
Fidel Castro to spy in South 
Florida. The men, who are 
hailed as heroes in Cuba, were 
convicted in 2001 in Miami 
on charges including conspir-
acy and failure to register as 
foreign agents in the U.S.

Two of the Cuban Five were 
previously released after fin-
ishing their sentences.

In a statement marking the 
fifth anniversary of Gross’ 
detention earlier this month, 
Obama hinted that his release 
could lead to a thaw in rela-
tions with Cuba.

“The Cuban Government’s 
release of Alan on humanitar-
ian grounds would remove an 
impediment to more construc-

tive relations between the 
United States and Cuba,” 
Obama said in a statement.

Gross’ family has said he 
was in ailing health. His wife, 
Judy, said in a statement ear-
lier this month that Gross has 
lost more than 100 pounds, 
can barely walk due to chron-
ic pain, and has lost five teeth 
and much of the sight in his 
right eye. He has begun refus-
ing to see his wife and daugh-
ter, the new chief of the U.S. 
Interests Section in Havana 
and members of Cuba’s small 
Jewish community, who had 
been visiting him on religious 
holidays.

Obama has taken some 
steps to ease U.S. restrictions 
on Cuba after Raul Castro 
took over as president in 2010 
from his ailing brother. He 
has sought to ease travel and 
financial restrictions on 
Americans with family in 
Cuba, but has resisted calls to 
drop the embargo.

Among the expected chang-
es as a result of the improve-
ment in U.S.-Cuba relations is 
that licensed American travel-
ers to Cuba will now be able 
to return to the U.S. with $400 
in Cuban goods, including 
tobacco and alcohol products 
worth less than $100 com-
bined. 

This means the long-stand-
ing ban on importing Cuban 
cigars is over, although there 
are still limits, according to a 
U.S. official who spoke on 
condition of anonymity ahead 
of the official White House 
announcement.

The surprise prisoner swap 
has echoes of the deal the 
U.S. cut earlier this year to 
secure the release of Army 
Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl, who had 
been held by the Taliban. In 
exchange for his release in 
May, the U.S. turned over five 
Taliban prisoners held at the 
Guantanamo Bay detention 
center.


